
REVIEWS – 2017 

 

'Down an Alley Filled with Cats'  

at King Street Theatre 

by Brydie Wright 
 
Event: 25/04/2017 - 13/05/2017 
Australian Comedy Thriller Classic Revived 
 

I still remember Warwick Moss as the deep-voiced, enigmatic presenter from the Australian 
TV series, The Extraordinary in the 1990s. 
 
So, when I heard that a classic 1984 play by Warwick Moss, was being revived by Throwing 
Shade Theatre Company, in association with King Street Theatre and EMU Productions, 
I was intrigued. 

Little did I realise that quite apart from his later presenting roles, Moss is first and foremost 
an actor (with a list of impressive television and film credits) and an award-winning 
playwright. The latter is an accolade won for none other than Down an Alley Filled with 
Cats, a comedy thriller, hailed as a 'lost Australian classic'. 

 
The protagonists are caught in a cat-and-mouse game 

 

Australian theatre at its best is always worth an audience's patronage and this long-awaited 
revival of Moss's play is no exception. 

The two-man drama, starring Gabriel Egan and William Jordan, is set in an old bookshop 
in Sydney, run by eccentric proprietor Timothy Timmony, played cleverly by Jordan. 
Timmony's seemingly quiet existence is shattered by the appearance of cocky 'adventurer' 
Simon Matthews, performed to the hilt by Egan. Matthews' frantic search for a volume on the 
Napoleonic wars, quickly turns into a battle of wits between two treasure hunters desperate 
to outsmart each other for a grand prize. 



 
A classic game of cat-and-mouse ensues, with the play's signature suspense emanating 
from the unassuming bookseller. Timmony spins a web of lies for his young counterpart to 
unravel, creating a thread of plot twists that will keep the audience (and Matthews) guessing 
until the final moment. 
 
Two-man plays aren't easy to pull off, either for the director or the players. It's a huge burden 
for the actors to carry the weight of the audience's expectations and interest for the duration 
of the performance. A two-man play executed well, can therefore be a highly engaging and 
rewarding theatre experience. In my book, Down and Alley Filled with Cats pulls it off, with 
the perfect combination of writing, directing and casting. 

Warwick Moss's script is a cleverly-crafted blend of comedy and suspense. His 
characterisations of the crass, ocker Matthews, battling the wits of the ageing, immigrant 
bookseller, create the perfect foil to sustain the cat-and-mouse game, interspersed with 
classic Aussie humour, to relieve the tension. 
 
Director Tom Richards' years of experience in television drama and theatre shine through in 
his deft navigation of the script's pressure-cooker confines and its reliance on the chemistry 
between its polar opposite leads. It's a tight production from start to finish and the audience 
becomes a willing participant in 'the game'.  

 
The treasure hunters lock horns 

 
Gabriel Egan, a familiar face from appearances in popular TV drama series and William 
Jordan, a theatre performer and playwright, are brilliantly cast in their contrasting roles. They 
fearlessly confront the moments of high drama and tension in the play, whilst conveying the 
script's underlying black humour with comic timing that propels the closely-confined action 
along.  
 
There are plays that rely on bells and whistles for their success and others that rely on 
simplicity, script and performance craft. King Street Theatre is known for its support of the 
latter kind and it's refreshing to experience as a theatre-goer. Though we are immersed as a 
nation, with American and British pop culture, I believe Australians still love seeing 
Australian stories by Australians. Our humour is just as unique and valid as any other and 
when it's done well, we appreciate it like no other. 

 
For this reason, I recommend you take the opportunity to catch the revival of this lost classic 
while you can during its season in Newtown. It's a good night out; affordable and perfect in 
length and entertainment value. 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 



• Kevin Jackson's Theatre Diary 
Theatre, Dance and Concert, Sydney, Australia 

Thursday, April 27, 2017 

Down An Alley Filled With Cats  

 

 

Throwing Shade Theatre Co. in association with EMU productions presents, DOWN AN ALLEY 

FILLED WITH CATS, by Warwick Moss, at the King St Theatre, Newtown. 25 April - 13 May. 

 

DOWN AN ALLEY FILLED WITH CATS, is an Australian play written in 1987, by Warwick Moss. It is 

a two handed small-time conman comedy-thriller. Timothy Timmony, a Polish refugee second-hand 

book seller matches wits with a petty Aussie 'crook', Simon Matthews, in search of a 12th Century 

Sung Dynasty vase treasure (The Maltese Falcon?!) worth an estimated 'half-a-million'.  

 

Two contrasting characters from two different worlds locked in the same space, over night, apply their 

wiles amusingly, intriguingly in classic "Who's telling the truth?" "Are they who they say they are?" 

"Who's doing what now?" and "Who do I believe?" style. As the Director, Tom Richards, says in his 

program notes: 'We quickly learn to expect the unexpected!' That's the fun of this light entertainment 

and although it doesn't have the theatrical (disguise) surprises (or budget demands) of a play like 

Anthony Shaffer's 1970 comic thriller, SLEUTH, it certainly reminds one of it.  

 

On a depressingly realistic set, that does look like many a second-hand bookstore in the local 

neighbourhood, on King St, Gabriel Egan (Simon) and William Jordan (Timothy), play it out with, as 

yet, a nervous bravado. Still finding their way with the text and audience, the performances should 

grow in confidence as the run progresses. Both these actors make the characters a winning 

personality - audience allegiance can switch from one to the other with ease, and one begins to 

'invent' the solution to each of the plots twists for them - it is kind of fun. 

 

I had never seen the play before, or read it, and am delighted to have caught it. It has a surprising 

confidence in plotting and a deft hand at characterisation and comedy-suspense. Along with Ron 

Blair's PRESIDENT WILSON IN PARIS, it represents a genre of Australian playwriting that is rarely 

seen or appreciated. 

  

 



BWW REVIEW: The Intriguing Intimate 
Thriller, DOWN AN ALLEY FILLED WITH 
CATS Returns To The Sydney Stage 

by Jade Kops Apr. 29, 2017   

Wednesday 26th April 2017, King Street Theatre, Newtown 
 
Warwick Moss' award winning two hander mystery thriller DOWN AN ALLEY FILLED WITH 
CATS is an interesting exploration of greed, guile and gullibility as it weaves between 
comedy and suspense. The work that received a New South Wales Premier's Literary Award 
in 1984 and has been presented on West End and New York stages returns to Sydney 
under Tom Richard's direction. 
 
The premise of the work is that elderly Polish migrant who has adopted the westernised 
name of Timothy Timmony (William Jordan) runs a little second hand book and bric-a-brac 
store on the third floor of a run down old building. He is visited by a frantic and 
flustered Simon Matthews (Gabriel Egan) just on closing time but Timothy has already sold 
the book to the young man's rival in a case of mistaken identity. As Simon leaves to pursue 
the book and his nemisis, he discovers that Timothy's vindictive landlord has locked them in 
with the oversize mice and bloodthirsty tomcat which leads to wo men learning more about 
each other. As the men settle in for the night, the cause for Simon's anxiety is uncovered as 
the oddly in demand book held a clue to the location of a treasure that the bogan con artist 
has been chasing around Asia whilst Timothy sees the opportunity for adventure away from 
his rather sedate monotonous life. As they share a taste for scotch, it gradually becomes 
clear that Timothy isn't as doddery, and Simon isn't as brave as they'd like the other to 
believe. 
 
Sean Punch and Eion Ryan have created a detailed space to represents Timothy's shabby 
little book store. Books and odd items fill the shelves that boarder the room whilst Timothy's 
desk, stacked with more books, sits near the window that overlooks the street.The centre of 
the space is home to a table and chairs and when combined with the kitchenette and coffee 
machine indicates Timothy is more that used to spending lengths of time in the small 
space. In addition to the old phone, the costuming helps anchor the work in the 1980's. 
 
The two men work well together to convey the contrasts in the characters. Jordan presents 
the migrant with a voice that wavers between thick eastern European to Aussie, indicating 
the old man's years in the country. He keeps the audience guessing as to Timothy's true self 
as he morphs between cantankerous world weary proprietor, passionate bibliophile, fearful 
feeble old man and excited and eager potential con man.He expresses the contradiction 
between polite and well mannered and defensive and dangerous. 
 
As the thuggish, twitchy Simon, Egan presents an imposing figure, conveying Simon's 
confidence that intimidation usually works in manipulating victims. This is countered by 
the unease and panic that sets in as he discovers that Timothy isn't as ignorant of the 
situation as he'd originally hoped. Egan presents Simon as a jittery addict that cannot 
get his fix, in this instance apparently nicotine, which further adds to his aggression and 
volatility 
 
DOWN AN ALLEY FILLED WITH CATS in an interesting mystery that offers a night of 
high entertainment. For those that like mysteries with a touch of comedy and a dose of 
buff bare flesh, this production fits the bill. 



Theatre Review: Down an 

Alley Filled with Cats 
By Theatre Now 

May 1, 2017 

Warwick Moss’ Down an Alley Filled with Cats has been described as taut and 

thrilling, which, for a play that debuted in 1983, might be a difficult set of 

descriptors to live up to in 2017. Fortunately, even on opening night, the cast 

of Throwing Shade Theatre Company’s production (in association with Emu 

Productions) at the King Street Theatre have an established rhythm that well 

deserves these accolades and many more. 

Set singularly in an old Sydney 

bookshop and involving only two actors, the play pits journeyman thief Simon 

Matthews against aging Polish bookseller Timothy Timmony, though neither man 

is what they seem. Matthews is depicted with ample Aussie swagger by Gabriel 

Egan, who demonstrates an impressive sliding scale of confidence while being 

repeatedly fooled by Timmony. The show’s final moments grant him redemption, 

and one hopes that over the run of the show Mr Egan will relish his final scene 

with increasing gusto. 

Actor William Jordan as Timothy Timmony is more endearing old man than 

wily old coot, but his assertions about the importance of knowledge and 

understanding the lessons of history feel real. His character’s unpredictability is 

delivered with admirable flair, and Mr Jordan clearly enjoys his character’s thick 

accent, especially during the scenes involving copious consumption of whiskey. 



 

Director Tom Richards has covered all the bases; the actors are free to 

move as necessary and the scenery makes for a believable bookshop. Sound, 

costumes and lighting are all uncredited, but effectively set the scene. 

Although Mr Egan rapidly loses his costume early on, he does sport a 

particularly nice leather jacket early in the evening. 

Running at a compact 80 minutes plus 15 minute interval, going down this 

alley makes for a good night out. You might not see any cats, but you will 

enjoy this Australian classic. 

Joanna O’Hara – Theatre Now & On The Town 

_________________________________ 

 

 

 

 



 
THEATRE REVIEWS: 05.05.17 

‘Down an Alley Filled with Cats’ by Warwick 

Moss – King Street Theatre 

Review by Matthew MacDonald 

An Australian play that hasn’t been seen in over two decades, Down an Alley Filled With Cats is getting its 

2017 revival at the hands of Throwing Shade Company at the King Street Theatre in Newtown. 

While unfortunately starring a dearth of real life cats, the play, written in 1984 by Warwick Moss, presents us 

with a battle of wits between small-time, amateurish con artist Simon Matthews (Egan) and Polish refugee 

turned second-hand bookshop owner Timothy Timmony (Jordan). Matthews is hunting down a Sung Dynasty 

treasure, reportedly worth half a million dollars, and the location is hidden in one of the books in Timmony’s 

store. 

A blend in style somewhere between Agatha Christie whodunit thriller mystery and a uniquely Australian 

comedy, Down an Alley Filled With Cats is an interesting genre – one I wouldn’t mind seeing more of. 

The production feels under-rehearsed, and at times tends towards being slow. While the set design is nice, 

reminiscent of any number of run-down second hand bookstores dotted around Glebe, Newtown and the Inner 

West, the blocking is overly simple and not particularly inventive. However, Director Richards and the two 

actors have clearly worked together to develop a dramatic tension that works well in the space. 

The conflict between the two characters, both of whom represent different ideologies; stages of life and 

backgrounds, and both seeking an abstract goal that throughout the play is manifested in the treasure, are great 

foils for one another. Jordan’s character is endlessly intriguing as the audience waits at every moment for 

another revelation – you never quite shake the feeling that somehow he’s orchestrating everything. Egan on the 

other hand, is the personification of Australia of the early 80s: brash, colloquial, aspiration and blunt. 

Despite its flaws, Down an Alley Filled With Cats is still a strong Australian thriller, and considering that’s a 

genre you don’t get much of from Aussie theatre, I’d highly recommend getting out to see it. 

I’ll even forgive the lack of actual cats. 

_________________________________ 



 

REVIEW: Down An Alley Filled With Cats 

by Warwick Moss 
Posted May 2, 2017 by Staff Writer & filed under Arts & Entertainment, Theatre & Performance. 

This is a pretzel of a plot. Simon (Gabriel Egan), a lanky, young, small time criminal – cocky beyond his 

IQ – rushes into a bookstore just as the owner is closing up, only to find the book he had phoned earlier to 

reserve has been sold. Timothy (William Jordan) is a Polish immigrant and the much older, more articulate 

and erudite owner of the bookstore. Thanks to his indifference to an eviction notice, Timothy and thus, the 

hapless Simon are locked in the building overnight. 

As the night unfurls, so too does the story, in a roller coaster of revelations. The book Simon had reserved, 

was inscribed with a clue to the location of a a very valuable vase, but of course, Timothy didn’t know 

this…or did he? They share a Polish sausage and polish off a bottle and a half of Scotch; Simon ends up in 

his undies and an overcoat, and fact and fiction are not quite as clear as the books on Timothy’s shelves. 

It’s a thrilling and clever script, punctuated with humour, nodding to classics such as Deathtrap and The 

Maltese Falcon. 

Director Tom Richards brings the two protagonists to the edge of caricature, but allows just enough room 

for empathy. The set is surprisingly furnished for a small production and this adds to a shared sense of 

claustrophobia, but also intimacy with the audience. 

The actors have a good rapport with each other and aptly handle a script that verges towards trope with 

enough awareness to keep it fresh and convincing. 

Until May 13, 7.30pm. King Street Theatre, 644 King St, Newtown. $30-$35 

Reviewed by Rita Bratovich. 

_________________________________ 



THEATRE – SYDNEY ARTS GUIDE 

DOWN AN ALLEY FILLED WITH CATS 

@ KING STREET THEATRE 
APRIL 28, 2017 JUDITH GREENAWAY LEAVE A COMMENT 

 

Thrillers are tricky. TV only gets it right sometimes and even multi-million dollar movies can 

miss the mark. Go to the theatre to see a thriller and what do we want? For me, I want the 

experience to include some mystery, some high tension goings on and some unseeable, 

unexpected, plot twists. Throwing Shade’s DOWN AN ALLEY FILLED WITH CATS does 

a really good job putting all these on stage at King Street Theatre. 

The self-named Timothy Timmony, an alchemist’s name if we ever heard it, appears to be a 

mild mannered, slightly absent minded and bumbling bookshop proprietor. As he is closing 

for the day, into his little shop bursts Simon Matthews, an adventurer of sorts with a rather 

odd desire for a book on the Napoleonic Wars. The mystery begins. 

DOWN AN ALLEY FILLED WITH CATS is the little play that could. Written and set 

by Warwick Moss in the early 1980s in Sydney, it has had productions in London and off 

Broadway and one production received a favourable review in the New York Times in 1987. 

Moss has spoken in an interview about his love for the secrets behind cat’s eyes and how his 

book owner also relishes the ability of secrets to get you what you want. 

 

The cast of Gabriel Egan (Simon) and William Jordan (Timothy) with director Tom 

Richards have created a production which balances the mystery of the developing storyline 

with the lighter moments as the unscrupulous young tomcat circles the streetwise and 

manipulative alleycat. Egan brings that high energy on with him and manages the delicate 

task of keeping Simon dynamic without wearing out his audience or getting so big as to be 

out of character. 

 

Jordan is equally effective at being openly secretive by engendering Timothy with the distinct 

impression he has just told a lie, even when being confessional. 

The production elements tie in nicely to the 1984 setting and it’s worth staying in the theatre 

at interval to listen to some great Aussie rock tracks. 

DOWN AN ALLEY FILLED WITH CATS is an entertaining pacey show. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 


